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Legal Stuff
The Wyvern's Tale is an internal document produced by and for the  crew of the USS Wessex and their families. Its contents do not necessarily 
reflect the official views of STARFLEET International, Paramount Pictures, and do not imply any endorsement thereby. The Wyvern's Tale is 
published quarterly by the Communications Department.

Welcome to  end of the year edition of The Wyvern’s Tale!  

A note from the Editor: LT R. Coleman

As  you can see the newsletter is sporting a new look. After viewing the newsletters that won this past year at the 2010 Starfleet 
International Conference I felt inspired to jazz it up. Hope everyone enjoys and I look forward to your comments. 

It’s hard to believe the year has almost come to an end. Halloween has finished and Christmas is just weeks away. Some of us will 
no doubt be traveling to visit family and friends this holiday season.  I certainly will be. So I’ve included some articles that may help 
you fill the time or answer the question, “What do you buy someone who has everything?”  In the Bits and Pieces section, you will 
find some information that I felt was important to pass along. 

I would  like to extend my gratitude to Commander Ted Knighton and LTJG Jennifer Coleman for contributing to this edition. I 
appreciate you taking a few minutes to share your thoughts with the crew.  

Commanding Officer: Captain Dave Jamison
Email: davidj4051@hotmail.com

Website: www.usswessex.org

In this Issue: 

● Captain’s Corner

● Around the Fleet

● Lights, Camera, Action – Aloha style

● Holiday Season Ideas

● Bits and Pieces
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CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Gallant Crew,

I would like to start my message for this quarter by congratulating our newest promotes.  Ensign Allen 
Norris, Ensign Lucas Wyckoff, and Lieutenant Ron Coleman. Great job to all of you! I sincerely appreciate 
your dedication to our ship!

As I mentioned in my email to the list yesterday, I wanted to throw out a couple of issues for us to discuss 
collectively. 

The Wessex commissioned December 29th 2009, when Ros, developed the charter we had a discussion 
regarding the possibility of annual C.O. elections on the Wessex. At the time, I wasn’t even sure we would 
be in existence for a year!  It is now clear we will definitely exceed the one year mark. So I pose the 
question to you all, do you want an election to take place in December with the new C.O. taking affect in 
January 2011? Please provide your feedback to this very important question.

Next, I have given much thought as to whether or not the Wessex should have a specific mission. What I 
mean is there are ships in SFI that concentrate on discussions, Starfleet academy, and Role playing. 
Those are just a few examples, as a correspondence chapter would you like to have a specific mission 
statement? Again, please let me know how you all feel about that.

All of us deal with real life issues, believe me, I understand that first hand. But I also feel as though 
participation is lacking and I want the entire crew to look at solutions. One person cannot possibly do it 
alone. If you are dissatisfied with the way things are going be vocal and let’s discuss it.  It only takes a 
few minutes to put your two cents worth in and make some suggestions.

I want to thank those of you who have stepped up to the plate to make the Wessex what it is today. You 
all are the best! I am so very proud to be your Captain.

God Bless.

Captain Dave Jamison 
CO, USS WESSEX NCC-74207 



AROUND THE FLEET

Gathering of the Fleet!

The 2011 STARFLEET International Conference is less then a year away  and will be  sponsored by the USS Challenger. Last years 
Conference was featured in the latest edition of the Communiqué and looked like great fun. I’ve never been to a Conference , so 
I’m taking this opportunity to attend  the 2011 and I hope to see you there as well.  

For more information go to www.IC2011.com

New Colleges open at Starfleet Academy

School of Wales:  College of United Kingdom has opened the School of Wales.  This will                                            
provide students with an opportunity  to learn more about the areas culture, history                                         
and other points of interest.                                                                                                

Caitian Orientation College : Have you ever wondered what it means when your Caitian Security officer's tail loops briefly 
after something the Andorian diplomat has said, or wondered just how a Caitian Medic can see better than your Vulcan 
surgeon? Whether it's discovering more about the citizens of Cait from a social, physiological or personal perspective, this 
college will help you learn more about them and the planetary system they come from. 

College of Superheroes; The College of Superheroes is here to provide the student with a fun and entertaining view into 
the world of our favorite comic book heroes. We are ever expanding, and plan to feature all genres of the major and not so 
well known superheroes out there. These exams will encompass the silver screen, television episodes, or the written form. 

For more information navigate your browser to the Academy website. http://academy.sfi.org/ 

New Director of Correspondence Chapters Operations 

Ladies & gentlemen: It is my pleasure to announce that Beau Thacker will be joining Operations 
department as the new Director of Correspondence Chapters Operations. Beau brings with him a wide 
range of training and support experience. Please join me in welcoming Beau aboard. Beau can be 
reached at ops-correy@sfi.org

In service to fleet,
VADM Jerry Tien
Chief of Operations

mailto:ops-correy@sfi.org�


LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION…ALOHA STYLE.

There making a Hasbro game into a movie?
By LT R. Coleman

For the past few months, I have been working at Naval Station Pearl Harbor, Hawaii (I know what a rotten place to work) where my
Team and I have been installing new training equipment on one of the U.S. Navy ships.  During the middle of September a Universal 
Pictures production crew was filming the new action-adventure movie "Battleship," based on the Hasbro board game. Directed by 
Peter Berg, Battleship will feature the U.S. and Japanese navies stumbling upon the point of an alien invasion. You might remember 
Berg's previous directorial works include "The Kingdom," "The Rundown" and "Hancock.“ Starring in the film are Taylor Kitsch, Alex 
Hopper, Liam Neesan, model Brooklyn Decker, and from the HBO hit True Blood Alexander Skarsgård. The R&B singer Rihanna 
makes her acting debut. 

The film is set in modern day, during a Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise. RIMPAC is the largest real world multinational maritime 
exercise that occurs every two years in and around the Hawaiian islands. This year, seven nations participated in RIMPAC, 
showcasing more than 30 modern naval ships, with the goal of building relationships, increasing interoperability and improving 
readiness among allied countries.

In a recent interview the Public Affairs Reporter has the director saying, "I've always been a huge fan of the Navy, my father was a 
Marine and a naval historian. I was brought up learning about Pearl Harbor, the campaign of the Pacific, and the Battle of Midway. 
He was particularly obsessed with World War II. The idea of making a film about naval warfare was something that was always 
interesting to me. What better place to set it than Pearl Harbor?" and "I thought it would be interesting to introduce the audience to 
the modern surface warfare, and some of the current destroyers, missile cruisers and some of the other things that the Navy has 
now, that they didn't have back in the old days." 

One of the destroyers featured in the movie is the USS Hopper (DDG 70),
where the film crew shot several action scenes on the ship. It was exciting 
and very interesting to observe the magic of Hollywood in action. I knew it took a 
lot of equipment to make a movie. But I could not believe the amount of trailers,
trucks, forklifts, lights, and miles of cable needed to complete the shots.
The actual scenes took minutes to complete, while the set up took hours. 
Parking on base was a challenge since many of the spaces were taken up to 
make room for Wardrobe Trailers and Catering. Filming also impacted the local area with the closing of the H3 freeway, which is the 
islands only major North/South highway to Kaneohe, for 10 hours and a few main roads in and out of Honolulu. 

The movie will also feature the decommissioned USS Missouri (BB 63) which is currently a floating memorial on Ford Island. The ship 
was closed down for several days for the filming.  From my viewpoint on the base I could see a helicopter filming the action on deck 
and the use of smoke bombs. I suppose that will be the part of the movie where someone says “You sunk my Battleship!” According 
to the local media additional scenes with the ship were shot earlier this summer when Universal towed it to sea for filming. 
Battleship is scheduled to be released May 18, 2012.



HOLIDAY SEASON IDEAS

Star Trek Ornaments 
Christmas is approaching at Warp Speed and if you did not pick up your Hallmark ornaments yet it might be too late. As has been 
the case for several years, Hallmark have including three new Star Trek ornaments, including the first ornament tied into the
2009 Star Trek movie. 

"Amok Time" scene ($28.95) 
Anita Marra Rogers continues her contributions to Star Trek 
with this iconic scene from the season 2 opening episode, 
“Amok Time.” The ornament is another “scene” ornament that 
in the past included other offerings such as the Guardian of 
Forever and the iconic confrontation with Khan on the 
Enterprise from Wrath of Khan. The ornament is 4.25 inches 
and battery powered. A noteworthy feature is that the classic 
fight music by Gerald Fried is played. 

Captain James T. Kirk ($14.95) 
Beginning a new Keepsake Ornament series called “Star Trek 
Legends” is this 4.25 inch tall ornament of the 1960s version 
of Captain James T. Kirk. Again produced by Rogers. 

New U.S.S. Enterprise ($32.95)
The very first Hallmark ornament based on the 2009 
version of Star Trek, the U.S.S. Enterprise looks to be an 
excellent offering. It is designed by the talented Lynn 
Norton who has sculpted many of the best Hallmark 
ornaments during the previous 19 years. The ornament 
is 6 inches long and includes lights on the deflector dish 
and engines. Being battery operated means the 
ornament has the additional benefit of being able to be 
displayed all year without a Christmas tree light strand.

What can I buy Aunt Millie? 
By LTJG J. Coleman

If you’ve ever been baffled what to get someone for the holidays or any special occasion.  Let me highly recommend the online
retailer ThinkGeek (http://www.thinkgeek.com/).  The website caters to computer enthusiasts and other "geeky" social groups. 
Their merchandise includes clothing, electronic and scientific gadgets, unusual computer peripherals, office toys, and caffeinated 
drinks and candy. I can regularly find just the right gift for someone and quite a few for myself. ThinkGeek runs a points-for-reward 
system called Geek Points, under which customers can earn rewards for buying more products. 

A majority of products sold on ThinkGeek are heavily related to (and sometimes only understood within) Internet/Sci-Fi culture. 
Some t-shirt designs include the popular “Rock, Paper, Lizard, Spock” featured on the show “Big Bang Theory”, with "LMAO" as the
caption, and the Intel Pentium Processor logo replacing "Intel" with "Geek".   If you’re a kitchen gadget freak and prefer a Star Trek 
twist. Guilty. Then check out the Enterprise pizza cutter, bottle opener, and Klingon corkscrew. They’re the perfect addition to your 
next pizza party. 



HOLIDAY SEASON IDEAS

First Look: Hallmark's 2011 Star Trek Ornaments
By StarTrek.com Staff
Caption: Mr. Spock from Star Trek Legends Series 
Is it too early to think about Christmas 2011?
Most definitely not, especially if you’re the artists
and other employees at Hallmark. They’re already
deep into the next calendar year and are so far
ahead that they’ve treated us to a gift we’re happy 
to pass on to you: a first look at some of Hallmark’s
Star Trek Keepsake Ornaments for 2011 that will be on display this week at Comic-Con. 

“Mirror, Mirror” – Sculpted by Valerie Shanks, this ornament depicts the unforgettable moment from The Original Series when the 
Mirror Universe Spock trapped Dr. McCoy in sickbay and forcibly engaged in a mind meld with the Enterprise medic. A press of a 
button on the bottom of the ornament produces a dialogue clip of Spock initiating the mind meld. The ornament stands 4 ¾ inches 
tall and is battery operated.

Mr. Spock – Anita Marra Rogers sculpted this Mr. Spock ornament, which is the second in the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament series 
called Star Trek Legends. The Vulcan science officer is in his blue uniform shirt and consulting his trusty tricorder. The ornament is 4 
¼ inches high.

Romulan Bird of Prey – Lynn Norton, who has been responsible for nearly every Star Trek ship that Hallmark has transformed into a 
Keepsake Ornament since the U.S.S. Enterprise in 1991, sculpted this sleek and fierce Romulan Bird of Prey. Highlights include lights 
in the ship’s plasma torpedo launcher and an underside decorated with a colorful bird, from which the ship derives its name. The
ornament is 4 ½ inches wide and is powered by batteries that are included. 

All three ornaments will be available for sale starting in July 2011, during Keepsake Ornament Premiere Weekend at Hallmark Gold
Crown stores across the country. Prices will be announced at a later date.

SANDMAN SLIM: a hard-boiled revenge novel from Hell. 
By Commander T. Knighton

Hello Everyone!
During the past month or so I've had some extra time on my hands.  That was more than reason enough to catch 
up on my reading.  After I read though a few favorites, I found myself on Amazon.com  and when I felt well enough
to take a walk to my local Books a Million.

I ran across a novel SandMan Slim by free-lance writer Richard Kadrey. He has written for Wired magazine, the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Discovery Online and G4. He has also written four other novels Kill the Dead, Metrophage, Kamikaze L'Amour, and Butcher Bird: a Novel 
of the Dominion. Some fellow Shipmates on the West Coast have probably read some of his work. I have to admit; his work is pretty raw 
and is defiantly not for everybody. 

On to SandMan Slim! A story about a man, James Stark, who at 19 is sent to Hell only to return alive 11 years later looking for some 
payback. Stark embarks on a mission of utter destruction though the streets of Los Angeles. Finding clues and righting wrongs all while 
his past and future begin to unfold. All the while mourning for his lost love Alice. 

There is no way to soften this book. It’s raunchy and the swear factor per page alone is pretty high, but the book is so fast paced and gives 
you such fantastic visuals it was impossible to put down. Kadrey makes you experience L.A. in such incredible scenes. When I was
finished with the book, I felt a little tanner and like I deserved a T-shirt.  This will never be a movie, because no matter how big the budget 
it could never live up to the theater in my mind's eye. Probably a good thing too, I would hate to see it on Monster vision sandwiched 
between Brandon Lee's lost lemon "Laser Battle" and any Roger Corman film. Thanks for reading, and the sequel is available now. You 
can also check out his website http://www.richardkadrey.com



HOLIDAY SEASON IDEAS

I want a Smartphone 
By Commander T. Knighton

Greetings Shipmates! Like a lot of folks, it was recently time for me to upgrade my equipment and I walked into my local AT&T
store just to browse. One thing led to another, including lack of time, and I walked out. Now don't get me wrong, wireless handsets 
and wireless technology was my career field for several years. But I've been waiting to make the "Smartphone" jump.

I have a good many friends, and coworkers, who have given me their two cents on why I need the IPhone, the new Palm, or some 
miscellaneous brand with a Windows mobile OS. The Android enabled phones were suggested only to find out later in that "Droids" 
were exclusive to Verizon wireless.  I make my decision and headed back to my AT&T store to get my new IPhone. Frank, my AT&T
guy and fellow Trekker, listened to what I wanted in a smart phone. To my surprise, 20 minutes later I walk out with AT&T's very
own Android! As it turns out, AT&T had to wait about a year before releasing an android. Verizon is a few months away from 
releasing their exclusive IPhone. 

Anyway folks, here are some great free Apps for Android users;
1. Task Manager - Super handy for ending programs and apps that run in the background without turning off the GPS, WiFi, or 
Bluetooth. This will save you a lot of battery life.
2. Google Sky - Point your phone at the sky, and Google Sky Map will show the stars, planets, constellations, and more to help you 
identify the celestial objects in view. You can also browse the skies in manual mode. Uses the phones GPS, and Cell towers, to 
calibrate your position so you get an accurate representation of the sky from your location. With Google Sky all that you need is an 
analog compass, pencil with note pad and some inexpensive 10x50 binoculars. To make for a great family sky watching event-
almost anytime
3. Radar Now - The name says it all, if you are close to a bad storm or rain is in the forecast just tap the icon. It takes less than 10 
seconds to load real time, high quality Doppler radar. 
4. Virtual Phaser. This is super fun! The phones display looks like top/front part of the full size TNG phaser. You can raise and 
lower the beam intensity. But be careful, go past maximum setting and the Phaser overloads and explodes (simulated of course).
5. Virtual R2D2. It is pretty mindless but lots of fun to me. Depending on which way you move the phone, R2 reacts using the 
gyroscope built in to the phone. Shake it and he does a zero-gravity spin and beeps in objection!
Thanks for reading and I hope you enjoyed!

“Excellence is an art won by training and habituation. We 
do not act rightly because we have virtue or excellence, 
but we rather have those because we have acted rightly. 
We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not 
an act but a habit.”

Aristotle



BITS AND PIECES

ALCOHOLIC  ENERGY DRINKS!
Compiled from various sources. 

OK, I know it sounds like some new alternative rock band, but 
it’s really the latest drink craze (and often the reason for a 
hospital visit) for our youth.  Some can pack up to 35 percent 
alcohol per can.  It is readily available at convenience stores.  
So make sure you check the ingredients in that energy drink 
you’re picking up for your lunch or sipping in your vehicle on the 
way home!

The Food and Drug Administration has notified nearly 30 
manufacturers of caffeinated alcoholic beverages (CAB) that it 
intends to look into the safety and legality of their 
products. The FDA noted that it is unaware of the basis upon 
which manufacturers may have concluded that the use of 
caffeine in alcoholic beverages is generally recognized as safe 
(GRAS) or prior sanctioned.
From a recent Center for Disease Control (CDC) fact sheet:
• “Caffeinated Alcoholic Beverages (CABs) are premixed beverages that combine alcohol, caffeine, and other stimulants. They 

may be malt- or distilled-spirits-based and usually have higher alcohol content than beer (i.e., 5%–12% on average for CABs 
and 4%–5% for beer). The caffeine content in these beverages is usually not reported.

• CABs have experienced rapid growth in popularity since being introduced into the marketplace. For example, two leading 
brands of CABs together experienced a 67-fold increase in sales, from 337,500 gallons in 2002 (the first year of significant 
CAB production) to 22,905,000 gallons in 2008.

• Currently, more than 25 brands of CABs are sold in a variety of U.S. retail alcohol outlets, including many convenience 
stores.

• CABs are heavily marketed in youth-friendly media (e.g., on web sites with downloadable images) and with youth-oriented 
graphics and messaging (e.g., connected with extreme sports or other risk-taking behaviors).”

Some of the brands identified include Four, Loko, Joose, and Tilt.  

Provided by with permission from http://cartoons.sev.com.au/Sev-Space/Sev-Trek/



BITS AND PIECES

Stress overload can affect your safety !

During this time of year, I thought it would be a good time to discuss Stress. Everyone has it and it isn't all bad. But when 
we suffer from stress overload it can affect our health, and even our ability to be safe. A reasonable amount of stress can motivate 
us to work better and faster. But excessive stress can cause many problems such as health difficulties. It can also keep us from
concentrating  and performing in a safe manner.  So here are a few suggestions to identify and relive stress. 

Here are some of the symptoms of too 
much stress as identified by WebMD: 

•Sleeping difficulties
•Feelings of anxiety and of being 
overwhelmed
•Being short-tempered and uptight. 
•Physical sensations such as tense 
muscles, headache or upset stomach. 
•Abuse of substances such as food, 
cigarettes, alcohol or drugs.

These suggestions might give you some ideas of how to cope with stress: 
•Maintain general good health. Eat nutritious meals regularly each day. Your diet should consist largely of healthy food such as whole 
grains, fresh fruits and vegetables. Foods which are high in fat, salt and sugar should be kept to a minimum. It is important to get 
adequate sleep and rest. Exercising daily or at least several times a week will also help you to stay strong enough to cope. 

•Avoid drugs.  When we are under stress, it is tempting to turn to this kind of relief. However, the abuse of drugs such as alcohol, 
caffeine, nicotine, prescription drugs, over-the-counter remedies and street drugs will eventually just add to your problems. 

•Special relaxation techniques might prove helpful. You can obtain more information about these methods from books and tapes 
which are widely available, as well as community programs, self-help groups and some therapists. 

•Find someone to talk to. Problems become more manageable when you discuss them with a friend, a member of your family, a 
clergy person or a counselor. 

•Give some thought to your priorities. You can't do everything and you can't be responsible for everything. Decide what is really
important in your life and focus on that. Many of the things we worry about are beyond our control or never actually affect us. 

•Learn to relax on your time off from work and other responsibilities, even if it is very short.

Excessive stress is a common problem in 
today's hectic world. Learn to manage 
stress to maintain your health - and your 
safety. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS !
HERE’S WISHING EVERYONE,

WE WILL RETURN IS 2011 WITH ANOTHER EDITION OF THE WYVERNS TALE.
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