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CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Gallant Crew.

I would like to start off by once again sending our heart felt condolences to the family of Chief Bobby 
Knighton. Although I personally never met Bobby, he gave his trust in order to join the Wessex. That was 
something I did not take lightly! So thank you Chief Knighton, and as you look down upon us, know you 
were a valued member of the crew!

Congratulations to all our recently promoted crew members! And also to our new Chief Engineer Ensign 
Lucas Wyckoff! Keep those engines hummin Lucas! :-) We seemed to have settled into another slow 
period as well with many of us tied up on real life happenings. I would also like to thanks our Second 
Officer Ted Knighton for his work on the Wessex Badges! They look great! Thanks so much for stepping 
up to the plate.

I would also like to thank as well as congratulate Commodore Ros Haywood for her work on our new web 
site as well as her promotion. And as always to Ron for putting together such a great Newsletter! Finally, I 
believe this is going to be the make or break year for the Wessex! Most of our SFI memberships expire 
between now and July! If we fall below 10 it's all over! If you can think of any friends or relatives that 
would like to join please give them a shove in our direction.

I appreciate you very much! 

Captain Dave Jamison 
CO, USS WESSEX NCC-74207 



A TRIBUTE TO THE CHIEF

A Dedication to Chief  Robert "Bobby" Knighton.

Over the years we have mourned the loss of those individuals that have inspired us to strive for 
something better. While we did not know them personally, their vision of a new tomorrow or the message 
that personal achievement can be accomplished no matter the odds has resonated with us. The same is 
true with the passing of our own shipmate Chief Robert "Bobby" Knighton.

As you may recall, Bobby was not one to participate in ship activities personally. Most of the time his 
thoughts, and opinions, were expressed through Cmdr Ted Knighton. But through that surrogacy you 
could sense Bobby’s zest for life and a true spirit that could not be defeated. 

We were all concerned when we heard he was diagnosed with lung cancer.  But inspired at his courage 
to face this new challenge and embody the phrase “Bring It On!” In a few short months his health had 
deteriorated and he passed peacefully on 22 March 2011. While many of us never had an opportunity to 
truly know Bobby. We feel a sense of loss and pray that he is at peace. 

I like to dedicate  this poem to the memory of Bobby and wish his family comfort and support during this 
trying time.

“To Those I Love And To Those Who Love Me ,  Author Unknown

“When I am gone,
Release me, let me go
I have so many things to see and do.
You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears;
Be happy we had so many years.
I give you my love,
You can only guess how much you gave to me in happiness.
I thank you for the love
You have shown me;
But now it’s time I travel alone. 
So grieve a while for me,
If grieve you must.
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.
It’s only for a while that we must part,
So bless the memories within your heart.
I won’t be far away for life goes on.
So if you need me,
Call me and I will be near.
And if you listen with your heart,
You’ll hear 
All my love around you,
Soft and clear.
And when you must come this way along,
I’ll greet you with a Smile,
And “Welcome Home”.



Communications Testing  with the Fleet

It’s been very busy the last few months inside your Communication Dept. We have launched a revamped 
website thanks to the work of Commodore R. Haywood. Many thanks and appreciation to her taking 
time from the USS Atlantis to do this for us and accepting the position of Web Development Officer.  
With input from myself and our Command Staff, Ros has spent many hours improving the look and 
function of website. I think it turned out first-rate. The address is the same: www.usswessex.org

Let me welcome Crewman Roger Lawley to the department. Roger asked for transfer into the 
department and I’m sure he will make countless contributions to future editions of The Wyvern’s 
Tale.

STARFLEET recently asked for Beta Testers to investigate a new communications network. The 
project is headed by COL James C Jones II, Director, STARFLEET Office of Emergency Preparedness and 
this phase is about testing a Fleet Communications Network system based off VoIP technology. It'll be 
used exclusively by active SFI members for the sole purpose of facilitating group communications.

Because the technology used is VoIP, members will be able to call members directly for "FREE”. Fleet, 
Regional, Chapter, and Unit level groups will have access to such things as conference rooms, voicemail, 
and call forwarding. There is an Auto-attendant  used, good for Fleet, Regional, and Chapter Level,  for 
automated messages  as "Thank you for calling the USS Wessex. To reach the Captain press 1, the XO 
press 2.  

It’s still early in the testing but so far most everything is working well. I’ll report more at the end. 

FLEET NETWORK
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AROUND THE FLEET

Gathering of the Fleet!

The 2011 STARFLEET International Conference is only a few months  away.  The conference will be held 
in the Poconos, which has been a vacation destinations for years, and sponsored by the USS 
Challenger. Enjoy shopping and many recreation options. There is a package available to satisfy any 
budget.  Take advantage of all the Poconos has to offer and join your fellow Fleeters. I’ll be 
representing our ship and I hope to see you there! 

For more information go to www.IC2011.com

You can check out the YouTube videos at: http://www.youtube.com/user/StarfleetIC2011

Upcoming Conferences and Summits

Region 1: May 13-15, Pigeon Forge, TN 
http://sites.beyondweb.com/r1-summit/

Region 3: June 10-12, Lubbock, TX 
http://www.region3.org/summit/

Region 5: May 20-22, Yakima, WA 
http://sites.google.com/site/r5summit11/home

Region 15: May 20-22, Seabrook, NH 
http://www.region-15.org/summit/index.html /

Region 17: June 3-5, Colorado Springs, CO 
http://www.region17.org/summit/index.htm

Visit the STARFLEET Quartermaster!

Show your STARFLEET pride at the conference or 
at the supermarket and point your browser to 
http://qm.sfi.org/index.php

From shirts, mugs, and pins the Quartermaster 
is your one stop shop. 

They also have a store with Starfleet logos and 
graphics at starfleet.spreadshirt.com for dozens 
of shirts, sweaters, bags and more.
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We have more  at Starfleet Academy !

While there are lots of Star Trek fan clubs out there, there's only one STARFLEET Academy. It's not a 
place, though. Starfleet Academy is a special collection of correspondence courses within our fan 
organization available to every STARFLEET member. 

According to Commodore Ros Haywood , there are 2165 courses offered spanning all aspects of Star 
Trek and Science Fiction. Some courses even cover non-sci-fi real world topics. Each college offers 
dozens of different courses at varying levels of challenge from super-easy to really hard.

Check out the new and improved  STARFLEET Academy  website!

Colleges include:

College of Federation Studies

The Vulcan Academy of Sciences

College of Computing History

Starfleet College of Medicine

College of Engineering

Klingon Warrior Academy

And many, many more.

Academy courses are generally free to all members, and nearly all have their course materials available 
online. Non-computer members can request hard copies be mailed to them for the cost of printing and 
postage.

And there's no limit to how many Starfleet Academy courses a member can take. Submitted answers are 
scored and grades are received. Thousands of Starfleet members have already taken countless courses 
and had endless hours of fun.

AROUND THE FLEET
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Staff Changes in Communications 05.03.11 

We've got a bit of a change that we are presently in the process of making in the                                            
Communications Department that I need to make you, our members, aware of.

As some of you may be aware, there have been a number of significant things which have 
changed recently in personal life for PJ Trotter. These changes have created some significant 
challenges for her, and as a result of the degree and volume of those challenges, some of 
which even I thought would be overwhelming for many to deal with, something has to give way, 
unfortunately for us, STARFLEET needs to be that thing that steps to the side for PJ.

I've already spoken with PJ about the situation and I've asked her to stay on in the Communications Department as a 
staff member on an as-needed consulting basis which will allow her the time she needs to deal with the issues going 
on in her life, but allow us to still draw upon PJ's knowledge
of the printing industry which we do very much need to have available to us.

With PJ stepping back into a staff role, we need someone to step up and be our next Chief of Communications. Bran 
and I discussed some options, and we agreed that we thought that Mike Dugas would be a great candidate for that 
role.

I spoke with Mike over the weekend, discussed it with him, he's discussed it with his wife and he has accepted our 
request to be STARFLEET's Chief of Communications.

After my discussion with Mike, I contacted the AB with a request to ratify this change on the EC and approve Mike 
Dugas as the new CoC as is required by STARFLEET's Bylaws. The AB had 48 hours to discuss the matter, and are 
presently in the process of casting their votes.

For those who don't already know him, Mike is the CO of the USS White Star in Region 12, has a degree in 
Communications and certainly is no stranger where it comes to creating some very attractive publications including 
flyers, web graphics, and newsletters, and has a very good working knowledge of Adobe InDesign, which is what we 
use in STARFLEET for producing the
Communique.

Mike's role in the Communications Department will be more geared towards management of the department, leaving 
the production of the CQ and various other publications with his staff.

I'm looking forward to working with Mike, and hope for a speedy approval by the AB.

--
FADM Dave
Commander, STARFLEET

AROUND THE FLEET



IDEAS

First Look: Klingon Monopoly
by T'Bonz and submitted by LT J. Coleman

Although one might think of Monopoly as a game that a Ferengi would enjoy, move over Quark; Klingon Monopoly is here.
Later this year, USAoploly will offer Monopoly: Klingon Collector’s Edition, sure to please fans of the Klingon Empire.
The Klingon version of Monopoly will feature a bilingual game board, six tokens and will offer twenty-two planets and 
territories ripe for conquer. 

Familiar Terran places have taken on Klingon names. No more acquiring Park Place and Boardwalk, instead, the two 
most-coveted pieces of real estate are called Kronos and Khitomer.
When a Klingon warrior lands on Luxury Tax, he will now “lose a battle to Starfleet,” rather than paying tax to the 
I.R.S. He’s probably better off with the former.

Not every detail of the game has been finalized. Fans have been asked to vote on the official Star Trek Facebook page for 
your favorite box top images. Other game elements will be open to fan input in the next few months.

A spokesperson for the Romulan Star Empire, when asked his opinion of the new Klingon-themed Monopoly, raised his 
eyebrow and said, “Romulans do not indulge in games of chance.”
“All the better,” growled a representative of the Klingon Empire, after hearing the Romulan comment. “Leaves more 
games for the rest of us!”

Of course if your blood stirs and you hear the call of the Warrior!  USAoploly has the Star Trek Monopoly version availbe
NOW!

Travel through the Star Trek Continuum and explore generations of exciting Starfleet history. Buy, sell and trade some of 
the most memorable Star Trek locations that make up the Continuum, from founding Federation homeworlds such as 
Andoria and Vulcan to other memorable worlds including Bajor, Cardassia Prime and New Founder’s Homeworld. 

Compete to own the entire Continuum. This quest enables all fans to experience the historic adventures of their favorite 
captains as they travel around the Galaxy, exploring the worlds of Star Trek. Game comes complete with 6 collectible 
pewter tokens including the Captain’s Chair, Communicator, Klingon Blood Wine Goblet, Shuttlecraft, Vulcan Harp and 
the Phaser.

FIRST LOOK: A WARRIORS GAME
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TRAVEL BACK IN TIME

A Renaissance Adventure 
By LT R. Coleman

On April 9 Jennifer and I  were transported back in time to the opening of the Original Renaissance Pleasure 
Faire, which ran May 22 at the Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area in Irwindale, Ca. We have been going here for 
years since it was located  at the Glen Helen Pavilion and we love the new venue. The dust is still very 
evident but there's a lot more shade and the setup has been improving each year so that it seems like a 
couple more shops have been squeezed in and they've adding the RenQuest for the kids.  We also had the 
pleasure to meet a few members of the USS Angeles  NCC-71840. 

There's a lot to see in the different shows, costumes abound , and there's the lake adjoining the faire that 
always has geese and ducks to look at, albeit from a netted fence that exists to keep both patrons and birds 
safe.  It can get quite hot  during May, so the lake can be a nice place to catch a cool breeze. Do bring 
sunscreen and head coverings if that's a concern. 

The food here is pretty good with the ever popular turkey legs, meat pies, toad in a hole (sausage in a pastry), 
pizza, tri tip sandwiches, and fish & chips. But it's not cheap. You might also want to tip the servers who are 
usually quite cheerful and....bouncy. There are beverages at separate stands that have water, soda, mead, ale, 
and beer. Here's a good thing to know: those stands will get pounded as the sun grows hot, and especially 
those nearer the front gate, so its best to go early in the day for your drink if you can, and if you are nearer the 
back of the faire, the lines will be shorter.....except when the joust is being let out.

Entertainment is great with lots of roving performers and several different stages for the more accomplished 
acts and you'll have a great time watching daring deeds, lots of humor, good music and good dancers, 
depending on the time and stage. We enjoy the Merry Wives of Winsor, the Washing Wenches and  Broon 
show. During this trip I found out I did not have the latest CD from The Wives and just had to have it. I should 
also mention that these acts, and many others, do this for a living and they do a heck of a job getting their 
audience involved with their acts. I was "volunteered" for three different shows which involved wearing a wig 
but....that's another story! 

To sum things up, it's a great time that will cost less than other entertainment venues you can go to on a 
weekend, and while it's low tech and not at all worried about not being historically accurate, it can be lots of 
fun if you give it a try.



MOVIE NEWS

J.J Abrams Says He is Thrilled and Very Optimistic That Star Trek XII is 
Going to Get to Where it Needs to Get to 
By GustavoLeao

MTV posted a new interview with J.J. Abrams and here are excerpts.

"Damon [Lindelof] is working on the script for this one," said Abrams 
regarding Trek XII. "As busy as I've been with 'Super 8,' I remember that 
when we did the first one, Damon was that busy with 'Lost.' So it's going 
to be very cool to have him on board as a writer." 

"There are some amazing ideas. These are not just great friends of mine, 
but they're great writers," Abrams assessed of the writing crew that's 
assembled for "Trek XII." "I'm thrilled and very optimistic that it's going to 
get to where it needs to get to.“

As for Abrams' own involvement, he wouldn't say whether or not he plans 
to return to the director's chair for this next chapter in the "Star Trek" 
series — indeed, he hasn't had much time to focus on the project at all 
thanks to "Super 8.“

"The truth is that my focus has been so much on finishing 'Super 8' that 
it's been something I'm looking forward to getting to, but with an 
incredibly compressed post schedule, there hasn't been a whole lot of 
time for me to be working with the writers," he admitted.
The full interview is here.

Upcoming Movie Releases

Here are a few movies to look for in 2012,

May:
13 – Priest
20 – Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stanger Tides
26 – Kung Fu Panda 2

June:
03 – Xmen: First Class
10 – Super 8
17 – Green Lantern
24 – Cars 2

July:
01 – Transformers: Dark of the Moon
15 – Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2
22 – Captain America: The First Avenger
29 – Cowboys and Aliens
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Earth's gravity revealed in unprecedented detail
Excerpt from the ESA website

After just two years in orbit, ESA’s GOCE satellite has gathered enough                                                      
data to map Earth’s gravity with unrivalled precision. Scientists now                                                        
have access to the most accurate model of the ‘geoid’ ever produced                                                          
to further our understanding of how Earth works.

The new geoids was unveiled today at the Fourth International GOCE                                                           
User Workshop hosted at the Technische Universität München in                                                                
Munich, Germany. Media representatives and scientists from around                                                            
the world have been treated to the best view yet of global gravity.

The geoid is the surface of an ideal global ocean in the absence of tides and currents, shaped only by gravity. It 
is a crucial reference for measuring ocean circulation, sea-level change and ice dynamics – all affected by 
climate change.

Prof. Reiner Rummel, former Head of the Institute for Astronomical and Physical Geodesy at the Technische 
Universität München, said, “We see a continuous stream of excellent GOCE gradiometry data coming in. With 
each new two-month cycle, our GOCE gravity field model is getting better and better. Now the time has come to 
use GOCE data for science and applications. I am particularly excited about the first oceanographic results. They 
show that GOCE will give us dynamic topography and circulation patterns of the oceans with unprecedented 
quality and resolution. I am confident that these results will help improve our understanding of the dynamics of 
world oceans.”

The two-day workshop provides the science community with the latest information on the performance of the 
satellite and details about data products and user services. Participants are also discussing how the GOCE geoid 
will make advances in ocean and climate studies, and improve our understanding of Earth’s internal structure.

For example, the gravity data from GOCE are helping to develop a deeper knowledge of the processes that cause 
earthquakes, such as the event that recently devastated Japan.
Since this earthquake was caused by tectonic plate movement under the ocean, the motion cannot be observed 
directly from space. However, earthquakes create signatures in gravity data, which could be used to understand 
the processes leading to these natural disasters and ultimately help to predict them.

The GOCE satellite was launched in March 2009 and has now collected more than 12-months of gravity data.
Read the rest here.

EARTH’S GRAVITY REVEALED
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A Magazine for Science Fiction Enthusiast!
By LT J. Coleman 

I wanted to let everyone know about a magazine I have enjoyed for years. It’s called Locus and it’s published 
monthly  in Oakland, Ca. 

Locus publishes:
1. News about the science fiction, fantasy, and horror publishing field—stories about publishers, awards, and 

conferences—including "The Data File", "People & Publishing" (rights sold, books sold, books resold, books 
delivered, publishing news, promotions; people news and photos about vacations, weddings, and births), 
and obituaries

2. Interviews with well-known and up-and-coming writers (and sometimes editors and artists), usually two per 
issue

3. Reviews of new and forthcoming books, usually 20–25 per issue, by notable SF critics including Gary K. 
Wolfe, Faren Miller, Nick Gevers, Jonathan Strahan, Damien Broderick, Russell Letson, and Carolyn 
Cushman, plus short fiction reviews by Gardner Dozois and Rich Horton.

4. Reports from around the world about the SF scenes in various countries

5. Listings of US and UK books and magazines published (monthly), bestsellers (monthly), and forthcoming 
books (every 3 months)

6. Convention reports, with many photos

7. Annual year-in-review coverage, with extensive recommended reading lists and the annual Locus Poll and 
Survey

8. Letters and classified ads

There is also an Locus online : http://www.locusmag.com/

BITS AND PIECES
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Star Trek  Federation
By GustavoLeao  

Trek Movie have posted a ton of details on Star Trek Federation, the proposed Star Trek TV Series that was rejected by 
CBS.

In a nutshell, X-Men director Bryan Singer was having dinner at an L.A. sushi restaurant in late 2005 with Christopher 
McQuarrie (writer of The Usual Suspects and The Wolverine) and Robert Meyer Burnett (director of Free Enterprise and 
episodes of Cinemax's new series Femme Fatales). And the three of them started to spitball ideas for what a new Star 
Trek series should be like. What if, instead of going back to the past like Enterprise had, a new show went forward in 
time, past the 30th century?

The TrekMovie write-up includes a ton of details of the Star Trek: Federation pitch, including some pretty lengthy 
excerpts from the document which Burnett wrote up after that dinner with his friend Geoffrey Thorne. And a logo which 
Trek designer Mike Okuda created.

In a nutshell, in the far future, the Federation has become complacent and much more human-centric, mostly focused 
on incremental exploration and colonization and celebrating human values. Humans have become "fat and happy," and 
the Federation hasn't had a flagship in 200 years. Meanwhile, the Vulcans have withdrawn from the Federation and 
reunified with the Romulans. The Ferengi have become a power in the galaxy, instead of the joke they once were. And 
the Klingons are now warrior-mystics, once again expanding via conquest.

The Federation needs a new Enterprise and a new Kirk to inspire it to greatness once again. And in this milieu, we meet 
Lt. Commander Alexander Kirk, the survivor of the U.S.S Sojourner, a ship which had a deadly encounter with a 
mysterious threat called the Scourge. As the document says:

“Lieutenant Commander Alexander Kirk is the only survivor of the "Sojourner Incident," as it's come to be known in the 
press. And he has no clear memory of the events themselves. Attempts to "help" him remember cause him to become 
irrational and violent. All he has is images of carnage and death and a hidden malevolent presence lurking behind it all. 
When called before his superiors, he paints a picture of the enemy that is scarcely believed and which, if true, might tip 
the already fracturing Federation Alliance into true collapse.”

A huge new Enterprise is commissioned, under the command of Captain Alden Montgomery, the perfect Starfleet officer. 
Kirk has left Starfleet and doesn't want to join the Enterprise crew, but since he's the only officer with experience of the 
Scourge, Montgomery "shanghais" him. And then Montgomery unfortunately dies early on — leaving room for Kirk to take 
command. 

It's well worth reading the whole summary over at TrekMovie here and here

BITS AND PIECES
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We hope you enjoyed this version of  The Wyvern’s Tale and you can expect the next edition in 
August 2011.  

I leave you with a graphic that was the cover art to the Subspace Communicator. Our Region 4 
Newsletter produced by LCDR Joshua Andrews (USS Karme NCC-8017). I thought is it very 
good and considered you would enjoy.

Until next time, our Hailing Frequencies are open. 

Bring It On! 
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