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Captain's Corner

Greetings Gallant Crew,
I would like to start this edition of the newsletter off by asking you to keep Minka 
and Ted in your thoughts and prayers. Both are having medical issues and I know 
we all wish them a very speedy recovery.

Ros and I have submitted our first part of the collaborative fiction effort to Admiral 
Hoolihan as the Wessex prepares to enter Project Sky View! I would encourage 
you all to take a stab at it! It is alot of fun and you certainly do not have to be a 
published Author!  

I will be posting the first two on our list shortly so you can follow along with the 
action. Speaking of our First Officer, Ros has sent the first of her promotional 
update emails. I would like to commend her for an absolutely brilliant document! 
The time and effort it takes to put those together is phenomenal. Thanks Number 
One.

Real life issues have been affecting most of the crew; it has been a busy time for 
many of us. I appreciate the contributions each of you has made. I find it 
interesting that we have had two crew members transfer over to the Wessex and 
have yet to answer my email requests!

Don’t forget folks, if you see something interesting post it to the list. If you have an 
idea you would like to explore, post it! We can all have a great time and relax here 
on the list. Speaking of the list, I just renewed our domain! Hard to believe a year 
has passed since the concept of the Wessex began.

None of this is possible without you! As always, I want to thanks each and every 
one of you for being a member of the Wessex. I appreciate you more than you will 
ever know! 
Thanks again Ron for putting this all together in the newsletter!

May the winds be at our backs!

CO Dave  

Captain Dave Jamison 
CO, USS WESSEX NCC-74207 



Welcome to another edition of The Wyvern’s Tale!  

Seems just yesterday your Communications Team published the last edition.  Since that time the crew has been busy 
and accomplishing many incredible things.  Check out the latest happenings! 

First Certificate of Commendation

LCDR Chris Lane was recognized for professional achievement on 21 April 2010. His hard work creating trivia quizzes, 
dedication to establishing the Google groups and Chat, and so many more contributions that made possible the existence 
of the USS Wessex. His efforts reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of  
STARFLEET. 

After receiving copiousness congratulations from the crew. LCDR Lane provided a statement and is included with 
permission, “Thank you Dave and Ros for your confidence in me and for this recognition. Thanks also to our great crew 
that makes our chapter possible, and for the all of the congratulations. Sorry it took me so long to respond, I am 
currently on a road trip from Salt Lake City, UT to Myrtle Beach, SC for a family reunion (I was going to fly but I thought I
would take the boy on a trip once around the country). Consequently, I am currently typing this from a hotel room in 
St.Louis, MO. Well, we are going to Huntsville, AL  tomorrow to visit the U.S. Space and Rocket Center. Those of you 
on Facebook I will post some pictures of our journey. Thanks again to all of my shipmates. 

Chris “

Wessex Facebook Page - by XO FCAPT Ros Haywood

Those of you who are signed up with facebook.com may have noticed that the USS Wessex now has a Facebook page 
of its own!  

The address is: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=290750691719#!/group.php?gid=358359657863

Or, when you are signed into Facebook, just type USS Wessex into the search box – and there we are!

The Wessex Page currently displays a lot of the text from the usswessex.org webpage.  However, there are also some 
familiar photos...like the excellent drawings done by our Chief Engineer, Shaun Kenyon, and the composite picture of 
CO Dave used in previous newsletters.

Links have also been provided to sfi.org, memory-alpha.org, SFA, SFMCA and CorreyOps, and it includes the reason 
behind the red-and-gold colours and “Bring it on!” as well as it being one of CO Dave’s favorite sayings. LOL.  

However, I am sure there should be more!  So you are all invited to join up.  Ensign Jennifer Coleman, is a Facebook 
expert, and should be able to help anybody who gets stuck.

On the deckplates

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=290750691719�


On 18 April I had an opportunity to attend the University of Hawaii, Institute for Astronomy. The free event included 
activities for both children and adults. Ever see the sun melt a penny? Graduate student Kirsten Larson explained the 
origin of this activity: She and fellow student Andrew Mann scavenged a Fresnel lens out of an old projection television 
and built a frame for it. “We can concentrate over a square yard of sunlight into a point. It gets very hot,” she said. “We 
might even try to fry an egg.” 

There were short talks on a variety of topics. I especially enjoyed Other Worlds around Other Stars 
by                                  Mike Liu. I’ve included excerpt for your enjoyment. .

What are exoplanets? 

Throughout recorded history and perhaps before, we have wondered about the possible existence  
of other worlds, like or unlike our own. The earliest understanding of the solar system showed us                
that there were indeed other worlds in orbit about our Sun, and steadily growing understanding of     
their nature’s shows that all are dramatically different from Earth, and mostly very different from 

one another. As we came to understand that the stars in the sky are other suns, and that the galaxies consist of billions 
of stars, it appeared a near certainty that other planets must orbit other stars. And yet, it could not be proven, until the 
early 1990’s. Then, radio and optical astronomers detected small changes in stellar emission which revealed the 
presence of first a few, and now many, planetary systems around other stars. We call these planets “exoplanets” to 
distinguish them from our own solar system neighbors. 

How we know that there are planets around other stars? 

Most of the detected exoplanets have revealed their presence by small effects that they have on their star. As planet 
follows its orbital path, the star follows a complementary motion of its own. This is a tiny effect proportional to the 
planet/star mass ratio – in the case of the solar system, the Sun moves in synch with the Earth at the speed of a slow 
dance – currently too slow to readily detect in a distant system. The motion of the Sun in synch with Jupiter, however, is 
closer to a fast run – and in favorable cases it can be detected by several methods. The motion of the host star can be 
measured as a shift in its spectrum (the Doppler shift) or as a change in its position on the sky (astrometry). In both 
cases these are very challenging measurements and require exquisitely sensitive instruments. Exoplanet orbits 
presumably have random orientations, and in some cases the orbit carries the planet between us and its star. Then the 
exoplanet might be detected by the decrease in the light from the star. Such transits have been observed, and a 
number of planets discovered by this method.

Another effect that can reveal the presence of a planet around another star is the bending of light from background stars 
by the gravitational field of an intervening star. If the intervening star has an orbiting planet it may alter the gravitational
lensing effect in a noticeable way (microlensing). The large majority of the several hundred known extrasolar planets 
have been discovered by the Doppler technique, and other methods are contributing more significantly as they are 
refined and the number of detected exoplanets continues to increase steadily. 

What do we know about our exoplanet neighbors? 

Although the details are not entirely understood, it is known that stars like the Sun form from spinning protostellar disks 
of gas and dust. The Earth and other planets of the solar system are believed to have developed from the remains of 
that disk, and there is no reason to believe that the same process would not be effective throughout the galaxy. Thus a 
first guess might be that other planetary systems would be like the solar system. 

Away Mission Report 
by Ensign Ron



Planets Around Other Stars 

However, the first detections of exoplanets revealed bodies which are utterly unlike any solar system planet – and 
subsequent discoveries have shown that many exoplanet systems are very dissimilar from ours. In some exosystems, 
planets as massive as Jupiter orbit so close to their star that they are heated to high temperature and their upper 
atmospheres are swept into space. In other systems, planets follow elongated orbits (in contrast to the nearly circular 
orbits of the solar system). However, our studies of exoplanets are just beginning, and it is not possible to be sure what 
will prove to be “typical” planets among our neighboring stars. Will most planet systems prove to be much like our own, 
or are we exceptional in more ways than we can imagine? Only years of further study will tell. Some slim evidence is 
accumulating that exoplanet systems which resemble the solar system will be found. A recent discovery has shown that 
the star 55 Cancri, 41 light years away, has a system of 5 planets, with distributions somewhat similar to the solar 
systems inner planets (though with much higher masses). As our measurements become sensitive to lower masses, 
some astronomers believe that we will find many such systems with a substantial complement of planets (perhaps even 
dynamically full – that is, containing as many planets as can coexist in orbital harmony).

In other reports, a number of planets with masses near that of Earth have been detected. The results are few, but 
because the measurements are very difficult, the detections are considered significant and possibly indicative of many 
more to be found in the future. Again, only years of study will tell. 

What do we want to learn about exoplanets? 

A thorough understanding of exoplanets will tell us much about life exist on any other planet beyond our own Earth? 
This fundamental question has been on the minds of many philosophers throughout the human history but only now are 
we approaching the technological development that may allow us to start seeking experimental answers. For practical 
reasons, life could be detected by remote sensing only from the byproducts that biological activity leaves in the 
atmosphere or on the surface of the host planet. Provided we can find an Earthlike planet in the habitable zone around 
another star, work will begin to characterize it as best as possible to look for signatures of life. These include the 
presence of significant amounts of water, methane, ozone and other gases suggesting bioactivity in the atmosphere, 
and possibly large amounts of vegetation on the surface (the red edge). This is a daunting task and will require first 
separating the light of the planet from the blinding glare of the host stars and then obtaining a diagnostic spectrum of 
the vanishingly faint planet in several wavelengths. 

Itsy Bitsy Solar System: 
This artist's conception compares a hypothetical solar 
system centered around a tiny "sun" (left) to a known 
solar system centered around a star, called 55 Cancri, 
which is about the same size as our Sun. Astronomers 
using a combination of ground-based and orbiting 
telescopes, including NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope 
and the Hubble Space Telescope, discovered the 
beginnings of such a miniature solar system 500 light-
years away in the Chamaeleon constellation.

The tiny system consists of an unusually small "failed" 
star, or brown dwarf called Cha 110913-773444, and a 
surrounding disk of gas and dust that might one day form 
planets. At a mass of only eight times that of Jupiter, the 
brown dwarf is actually smaller than several known 
extrasolar planets. The largest planet in the 55 Cancri 
system is about four Jupiter masses.

The astronomers, lead by Kevin Luhman at Penn State, 
speculate that the disk around Cha 110913-773444 
might have enough mass to make a small gas giant and 
a few Earth-sized rocky planets, as depicted here around 
the little brown dwarf.

Away Mission Report 
by Ensign Ron



Academy news
http://academy.sfi.org

College of Humour - by Fleet Captain Ros Haywood

Attention All Hands! 

The College of Humour is expanding!  

Adding to the Level 1 course about jokes, timing, hyperbole, puns, satire, irony, snowclones, slapstick, 
caricature, parody, farce, and burlesque, comes a new Level 2 course – To Boldly Laugh.  This deals with 
humorous moments from the Star Trek series and movies, and includes several characters and their take on 
humour, plus aliens, the USS Enterprise - and even has Spock and Tuvok laughing along the way.   
And it doesn’t end there! because a Level 3 course has just joined the curriculum: this one is called ‘Where 
No Joke Has Gone Before’, and deals with both Star Trek and Real Life humour.

Discover  and enroll at  http://acad.sfi.org/courses/arts/cohu.shtml

Starfleet Academy Server Update  – by Fleet Captain Ros Haywood

RED ALERT! Current server moves by Dreamhost have disrupted the normally smooth running of the SFA 
webpage.  It is being worked on and investigated by Dreamhost, CompOps, and SFA’s Chief of Electronic 
Services. Who also happens to be on our sister-ship, USS Atlantis!
As of March 2010, there were 1602 courses up-and-running, and more have been added since.

Just look at all these institutes and colleges!  

There must be something there to interest you!  

Not only do you gain knowledge but you also gain points towards promotion! 

http://acad.sfi.org/courses/arts/cohu.shtml�
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STARFLEET ACADEMY

STARFLEET Academy is a fun and challenging activity for members of STARFLEET, The
International Star Trek Fan Club, Incorporated.

Adults who are unable to take the adult courses because of some disability may also take
cadet courses, which are outlined in the Cadet Flier downloadable at
http://www.academy.sfi.org/doc/CadetFlier.doc .

Descriptions of the courses may be found on the Academy Course Catalogue page:
http://www.academy.sfi.org/courses/index.shtml 

A list of Institutes and Colleges:

Institute of LEADERSHIP
STUDIES

Officer's Training School
Officers Command College
Flag Officer's School
STARFLEET Officer�s Leadership
College
College of Recruiting
Academy Degree Program

Institute of FOREIGN
AFFAIRS

College of Down Under
College of United Kingdom

Institute of ARTS

College of Communications
College of Economics
College of Genealogy
College of History
College of Humour
College of Law
College of Mythological Studies

Institute of ALIEN STUDIES

Andorian Orientation College
College of Borg Technology
Cardassian Orientation College
Ferengi Orientation College
The Gorn Academy
Klingon Warrior Academy
Romulan Orientation College
Vulcan Orientation College
College of Xeno Studies

Institute of FANTASY,
HORROR & THE
SUPERNATURAL

College of Charmed
College of The Fantasy Realm
College of the Macabre

Institute of INTELLIGENCE
& ESPIONAGE

College of Bond, James Bond
College of Cryptography
College of Intelligence in Media
College of Intelligence Operations
College of Intelligence in Sci-Fi
College of Military Intelligence

Institute of MILITARY
STUDIES

College of Security
College of Starship Operations
College of Strategy & Tactics
College of Survival Studies
Marine Unit Readiness Program
Vessel Readiness Certification
Program

Institute of SCIENCE
FICTION STUDIES

College of Babylon 5
College of Doctor Who
College of Farscape
College of Sci-Fi Cinema
College of Star Wars
College of Stargate

Institute of SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

College of Archaeology and
Anthropology
Chaplain Services College of
Spirituality
College of Computer History
College of Engineering
College of Mathematics
College of Medicine
STARFLEET Officer's Radio
School
Vulcan Academy of Science

Institute of SPECIAL
OPERATIONS

College of Special Operations in
Movies
College of Special Operations
Resources
College of Special Operations
Training
College of Special Operations
Units

Institute of STAR TREK
STUDIES

College of Federation Studies
College of Parallel Studies
College of Star Trek Chronology
College of Star Trek Literature
College of Temporal Physics
College of Treknology

http://www.academy.sfi.org/doc/CadetFlier.doc
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When Cake Becomes a Crime (http://cakewrecks.blogspot.com)  submitted by Ensign Jennifer Coleman
Most wrecks are funny. Some are tragic. A few even make us cringe. But then there's another kind of wreck: A wreck so 
heinous, so warped, so jaw-droppingly wrong, that it is a crime against humanity itself. These wrecks' very existence 
should be a punishable offense. 

You know, stuff like this:  

My apologies to those of you with weaker constitutions; I know how hard this is to look at. What's that? You don't 
think butchering the Enterprise in this manner is a crime worthy of judicial condemnation? Really? Man, it's like I don't 
even know you anymore. Well, fine, then. Here's a Sweet Trek wedding cake:

Bits and pieces

Excerpt From the san diego union tribune - submitted by ensign Jennifer Coleman
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From Memory-Alpha.org 

Did you know...

...that the HMS Defiant pictured on the wall of the 
briefing room of the USS Defiant in ENT: "In 
a Mirror, Darkly, Part II" was actually a 
fictional ship from the eponymous movie, but 
the writer of that episode had misunderstood 
an online article about it and thought it was 
an historical vessel? 

While there has been a long line of British naval 
vessels to bear the name Defiance, including 
a torpedo school ship and three United 
States naval vessels, there never was an 
HMS Defiant serving in the Royal Navy in 
real life. A fictional Defiant was seen in the 
1962 movie Damn The Defiant! Based on the 
Frank Tilsey novel Mutiny, which may have 
been the namesake for the Constitution-class 
starship.

Bits and pieces

From Memory-Alpha.org - 21 April 2010

TOS star Leonard Nimoy, who stepped out of retirement to reprise his role as                 
Spock in J.J. Abrams' Star Trek, announced on Monday his intention to again                 
retire from acting. Nimoy, 79, explained his decision to The Toronto Sun, stating, 
"I've been doing this professionally for 60 years. I love the idea of going out on a 

positive note. I've had a great, great time." He also said he would not appear in 
the next Star Trek film, claiming it would be unfair to Zachary Quinto, the actor 

currently portraying Spock. Nimoy recently filmed his final appearance on the FOX series Fringe
(created by Abrams with Star Trek scribes Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci) and his presence at 
the Comic and Entertainment Expo in Calgary this weekend may be his last convention 
appearance. 



If The Next Generation Met Dr Seuss: by Dave Fuller

Picard: Sigma Indri, that's the star,
So, Data, please, how far? How far?

Data: Our ship can get there very fast
But still the trip will last and last 
We'll have two days til we arrive
But can the Indrans there survive?

Picard: LaForge, please give us factor nine.

LaForge: But, sir, the engines are offline!

Picard: Offline! But why? I want to go!
Please make it so, please make it so!

Riker: But sir, if Geordi says we can't,
We can't, we mustn't, and we shan't,
The danger here is far too great!

Picard: But surely we must not be late!

Troi: I'm sensing anger and great ire.

Computer: Alert! Alert! The ship's on fire!

Picard: The ship's on fire? How could this be?
Who lit the fire?

Riker: Not me.

Worf: Not me.

Picard: Computer, how long til we die?

Computer: Eight minutes left to say goodbye.

Data: May I suggest a course to take?
We could, I think, quite safely make
Extinguishers from tractor beams
And stop the fire, or so it seems...

Geordi: Hurray! Hurray! You've saved the day!
Again I say, Hurray! Hurray!

Picard: Mr. Data, thank you much.
You've saved our lives, our ship, and such.

Troi: We still must save the Indran planet --

Data: Which (by the way) is made of granite...

Picard: Enough, you android. Please desist.
We understand -- we get your gist.
But can we get our ship to go?
Please, make it so, PLEASE make it so.

Geordi: There's sabotage among the wires
And that's what started all the fires.

Riker: We have a saboteur? Oh, no!
We need to go! We need to go!

Troi: We must seek out the traitor spy
And lock him up and ask him why?

Worf: Ask him why? How sentimental.
I say give him problems dental.

Troi: Are any Romulan ships around?
Have scanners said that they've been found?
Or is it Borg or some new threat
We haven't even heard of yet?
I sense no malice in this crew.
Now what are we supposed to do?

Crusher: Captain, please, the Indrans need us.
They cry out, "Help us, clothe us, feed us!"
I can't just sit and let them die!
A doctor MUST attempt -- MUST try!

Picard: Doctor, please, we'll get there soon.

Crusher: They may be dead by Tuesday noon.

COMMERCIAL BREAK, COMMERCIAL BREAK
HOW LONG WILL THESE DUMB ADS TAKE?*

Worf: The saboteur is in the brig.
He's very strong and very big.
I had my phaser set on stun --
A zzzip! A zzzap! Another one!
He would not budge, he would not fall,
He would not stun, no, not at all!
He changed into a stranger form
All soft and purple, round and warm.

Picard: Did you see this, Mr. Worf?
Did you see this creature morph?

Worf: I did and then I beat him fairly.
Hit him on the jaw -- quite squarely.

Riker: My commendations, Klingon friend!
Our troubles now are at an end!

Crusher: Now let's get our ship to fly
And orbit yonder Indran sky!

Picard: LaForge, please tell me we can go...?

Geordi: Yes, sir, we can.

Picard: Then make it so!



Hope you enjoyed this edition of The Wyvern’s Tale. 

Our newsletter is published quarterly so expect the next edition arriving to your data pad in August 2010.  Plenty of 
time to author an original story, book review,  submit an interesting article, web link, or any content that you feel 
would be of interest to the crew.

Since this is our newsletter your feedback and participation is greatly encouraged. See you about the deckplates.

Hailing Frequencies Open! 

Bring It On!
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